St Ives Uniting Church

17 March 2024
Lent 5

Call to worship and welcome
Hymn: 153 God is love, let heav'n adore him
Prayer of adoration

Prayer of confession — Psalm 51:1-12
1 Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your unfailing love;
according to your great compassion
blot out my transgressions.
2Wash away all my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin.
3 For | know my transgressions,
and my sin is always before me.
4 Against you, you only, have | sinned
and done what is evil in your sight;
S0 you are right in your verdict
and justified when you judge.
> Surely | was sinful at birth,
sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb;
you taught me wisdom in that secret place.
" Cleanse me with hyssop, and | will be clean;
wash me, and | will be whiter than snow.
8 Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones you have crushed rejoice.
9Hide your face from my sins
and blot out all my iniquity.



10 Create in me a pure heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
1 Do not cast me from your presence
or take your Holy Spirit from me.
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

Assurance of forgiveness

Hear Christ’s word of grace, “Your sins are forgiven.”

Thanks be to God.

Hymn: 217(i) Love divine
Notices

Bible readings:

Jeremiah 31:31-34
31“The days are coming,” declares the Lord,
“when | will make a new covenant
with the people of Israel
and with the people of Judah.
321t will not be like the covenant
| made with their ancestors
when | took them by the hand
to lead them out of Egypt,
because they broke my covenant,
though | was a husband to them,”
declares the Lord.

33“This is the covenant | will make with the people of Israel

after that time,” declares the Lord.
“I will put my law in their minds

and write it on their hearts.
| will be their God,

and they will be my people.

Rob Mayrick



34 No longer will they teach their neighbour,
or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’
because they will all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest,”
declares the Lord.
“For I will forgive their wickedness
and will remember their sins no more.”
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Hebrews 5:1-10 Shirley Luttrell
Every high priest is selected from among the people and is appointed to
represent the people in matters related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices
for sins. 2He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are
going astray, since he himself is subject to weakness. 2 This is why he
has to offer sacrifices for his own sins, as well as for the sins of the
people. 4 And no one takes this honour on himself, but he receives it
when called by God, just as Aaron was.
5> In the same way, Christ did not take on himself the glory of becoming a
high priest. But God said to him,
“You are my Son;

today | have become your Father.”
6 And he says in another place,
“You are a priest forever,

in the order of Melchizedek.”
"During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and
petitions with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him from
death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. & Son
though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered ® and, once
made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey
him 1°and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of
Melchizedek.
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



Sermon: The new covenant.

Hymn: 456 Your hand, O God, has guided

Offering

Offering response: 768 Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Prayers of the people and the Lord’s prayer Ross Lorenz
Hymn: 231 At the name of Jesus

Benediction

Threefold Amen

Postlude Organist John Hughes
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